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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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ACTION SY-05 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ISO-OO /014 W 

020013Z 020202/66 

R 011056Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGUI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8457 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
CO MSG BTN WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGUI 0595 

NAIROBI FOR RMO 

LAGOS FOR RSO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEC, MSG 
SUBJECT: CONSEC MARINES 

REF: STATE 70273; LAGOS 3541 

1. POST CONCURS WITH ANALYSIS PARA 1 LAGOS 3541. WE 
CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT MACE WILL PROVIDE ADEQUATE PRO- 
TECTION FOR THE MSG'S. SINCE WE CANNOT ENVISAGE A SITUATION 
IN WHICH THEY WOULD HAVE TO USE WEAPONS AT A CONSTRUCTION 
SITE. FORMAL GOCAE APPROVAL FOR THEM TO CARRY WEAPONS WOULD 
PROBABLY REQUIRE THE PERSONAL, WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION OF THE 
EMPEROR, WHICH WULD IN ALL PROBABILITY NOT BE FORTHCOMING. 

AS FAR AS WE ARE AWARE, NO EMBASSY INCLUDING OUR OWN HAS 
ARMED GUARDS. CENTRAL AFRICANS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO HAVE 
WEAPONS AND EVEN DIPLOMATS NOT ROUTINELY PERMITTED HUNTING 
RIFLES. IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO CARRY WEAPONS AT THE 
CONSTRUCTION SITE WITHOUT IT BECOMING KNOWN AND THE 
GOVERNMENT WOULD CERTAINLY NOT WISH TO SET PRECEDENT OF 
ALLOWING PUBLIC CARRYING OF ARMS BY FOREIGNERS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BANGUI 00595 020005Z 


2. BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE WE HAVE NOTIFIED THE GOCAE OF THE 
ANTICIPATED ARRIVAL OF THE SEABEES AND OF THE FOUR MSG'S 
WHOSE NAMES WE HAVE. (ROBETT J. MILLER, MAURICE E. LEVISTER 
TOM BOVILLE AND PAUL B. LYSKO). WE HAVE IDENTIFIED THEM ALL 
WITHOUT RANK AS CONSTRUCTION SECRUITY PERSONNEL WHO WILL BE 
ASSIGNED TO BANGUI ON TEMPORARY DUTY FOR APPROXIMATELY THREE 
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MONTHS TO PROVIDE SECURITY AT OUR CONSTRUCTION SITE. HOST 
GOVERNMENT DOES NOT NORMALLY GIVE CONCURRENCE TO ASSIGNMENT OF 
OTHER PERMANENT OR TDY PERSONNEL. WE BELIEVE NOTIFICATION IS 
SUFFICIENT TO PROVIDE IN PRACTICE NECESSARY IMMUNITIES, SINCE 
THIS IS PROCEDURE WE HAVE USED WITH EMBASSY STAFF IN THE PAST 
WITHOUT PROBLEM. 

QUAINTON 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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